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Septcmber 28. 2009

\,lrs. \4arizim

Dear N{rs.

I rvislt to ackno$'ledge receipt of 1'our petitioll of Septernber 1Stl' u,hicii 1'ou cleliverecl to mv
door. I irave since beeu an'a1' oll retreat. Cousequentll' ur1, dela1, in resporrding after calling
YOll.

In response to )'oll and the othem rvho 1:etitioned 1br n1)' sporlsorshilt of an Oklahoma
Catltolic Conitnurity'organization. i must decline. We ah'cad1'hal'i a very active Carholic
Cirarities ri'hich has been vilified recentlr'. We also havc' carlotricalll' estabiished parishes
u{tere our Catholic life ancl rnirristry' snoutO be practicecl. The orgariization 1,o,,r. gro,,p
proposes seellls to be a reaction that rvoukl continue to divide or.rr Catholic comurutritr,.

in the vcrl' be-einning of this contro\:el's\'. I made it clear that. \\'hile I personalli, clo 1ot
stlpport thc Oklairoma Sponsoring Committee. I san' good peoplc- orr both sides o1'tire issuc.
Since tirct I iiale clearlv stated m1'dilcction in the culrent issie of the Sooner ('cttholic. I
Itopu' r'ou Niil read it and t1:at )'orlr concel'ns rvili be addressed. Plcase sirare this resDonse
and m1'pralrers 1br all other signers of 1,our petition.

Be assureci of ml'contirruin_s pr.a)'ers and ma1,God bless 1.ou alu.a1,s.

Sincerely yotu's in Christ.

rM4h*
\,lost Revcrend Eusebius J. Beltran
Archbisirop of Oklahoma Citl'
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